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threat, totaling 510 com- 
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No one knows how long Bears 
can keep winning like this 


The question on everybody’s mind must 
be, ‘‘How long can the Bears keep winning 
like this?” 

It’s not an easy question to answer. 
They've pulled out three straight wins in the 
fourth quarter now by scoring 13, 14 and 13 
points in the final period over that span. A 
lot of people are starting to call the Bears the 
new “Cardiac Kids.” 
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The Bears would certainly love to put away 
some of these games early, but it’s been a 
struggle all the way. Two factors are con- 
tributing to that. One, Chicago isn’t dominat- 
ing the ground game like it used to. And 
secondly, opposing teams are beginning to 
figure out how to exploit the Bear pass 
defense. i 

On the offensive side, the opposition is 
stacking the line on the Bears to prevent 
them from running. No matter who you have 
running the ball, he isn’t going to get far with 
the whole defense waiting there for him. 

So the Bears have turned to the passing 


DRAW PLAY By Dick kupa 


game. Jim McMahon threw the ball 42 times 
against the Packers, a career-high for him. 
After 11 months off, he’s still getting his 
rhythm down. So not all of his passes have 
been accurate. But in a little more time he 
should be throwing real well, and the pass- 
ing game will be even better than it is now. 


That will help the Bears control the clock’ 


more and keep their defense off the field. 

The Bear defensive secondary has been 
hurting the past few games. Again Sunday, 
the opponent's quarterback had a big day. 
This time, Green Bay’s Randy Wright threw 
for 298 yards and two touchdowns with no 
interceptions. Part of the problem the Bear 
secondary had was that Wright had all kinds 
of time to throw. He was not sacked once 
in the game. That’s the first time this year 
the Bear defense didn’t record a sack in a 
game. 


The Bears will try a change for next week 
when Mike Richardson cracks the starting 
lineup at cornerback. That may be just the 
adjustment the Bears need to get the secon- 
dary in top form again. 

But through it all, the Bears are still 7-1 
and tied for the best record in the NFL. 
That's not all bad. But | know Mike Ditka isn’t 
happy with the way things are going, and he 
doesn’t want the media building his team up 
when they’re just squeaking by in games 
they should really be winning big. 

Denver will be a good test for the Bears. 
It's a tough road game and Chicago can’t 
afford to get behind in Mile High Stadium. 
But it would be a good place for the Bears 
to snap out of their miracle-win routine. 
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Bears by 4 over Broncos 
Denver piays well at home 


Browns by 6 over Bills 
Buffalo is improving, but not that much 


Bengals by 10 over Falcons 
Atlanta is really struggling 


Patriots by 6 over Cowboys 
New England noi that good; Dallas worse 


Redskins by 12 over Lions 
Detroit not showing much of anything 


Seahawks by 9 over Packers 
Seattle tough to beat at home 


Oilers by 4 over Steelers 
Battle of eventy-matched teams 


Dolphins by 3 over Colts 
Dickerson can’t do it ail 


Rams by 7 over Cardinals 
L.A. can't be that bad 


Vikings by 6 over Buccaneers 
Minnesota coming around 


Saints by 4 over 49ers 
Upset of the week 


Giants by 10 over Eagles 
Philly can't play good two weeks straight 


Jets by 6 over Chiefs 
K.C. another struggling team 


Chargers by 9 over Raiders 
‘San Diego on a roll 
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Speed makes Bear special teams special 


Special teams beat the Kansas City 
Chiefs. Jim McMahon’s two touchdown 
Passes to Willie Gault in the fourth quarter 
got all the credit for the come-from-behind 
31-28 victory. 

Special teams took the supporting role. 
They always do. Special teams should be 
taken for granted, especially if you have a 
special team. 


DON PIERSON =a 


The Bears are an outstanding team, and 
that means more than defense or offense. 
The Chiefs built their entire reputation on 
special teams, blocking 10 kicks in 1986 and 
making the playoffs. 

Their special teams stuck out like a 
healthy thumb on a sore hand. They were 
so good that Kansas City owner Lamar Hunt 
made the special teams coach, Frank 
Gansz, his head coach. 

Special teams are vital, but not enough to 
sustain offense and defense. They only sup- 


port offense and defense. It is vital support, 
to be sure. 

When Gansz was keeping elaborate rat- 
ings systems for special teams around the 
league in 1985, he discovered that the Bears 
had the best special teams in football. 

Think about it. They had one of the best 
defenses in history. They led the league in 
rushing and won 15 of 16 games. They set 
records in playoff and Super Bowl wins. 

Having great special teams seemed like 
more icing on the cake; it seemed like rub- 
bing salt in everybody else’s wound. 

In 1986, the Bears also ended up first in 
special teams according to a similar ratings 
system that combines every phase of the 
kicking game. 

Why are the Bears so good on special 
teams? Is it greed that drives them to this 
embarrassment of riches? 

No, it is speed. 

Speed, the commodity that makes the 
Bears special on offense and defense, also 
makes the Bears so good on special teams. 


Gentry premier kick-returner 

DENNIS GENTRY: If there is a better kick- 
off return man in football, name him. If Gen- 
try doesn’t get to go to Hawaii for the Pro 
Bowl, it will be because opponents are too 
jealous to vote for Gentry after sending so 
many of his teammates as well. 

The twisted logic of Pro Bowl voters 
figures the Bears have enough offensive and 
defensive players who are legitimate candi- 
dates, so let’s vote for somebody else on 
special teams. 


Dennis McKinnon is one of many Bears standing out on special teams. McKinnon has returned 
two punts for touchdowns this season. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann 


29 ‘ 


But who hits the hole faster than Gentry? 
Who comes within a block or a step of break- 
ing nearly every kick he catches? 

it was Gentry’s 88-yard return that jump- 
started the Bears against Kansas City. It was 
14-0 and the offense had run only two plays 
before Gentry stunned the Chiefs with his 
return, 

And if teams start kicking away from Gen- 
try, Thomas Sanders is sitting on the other 
side. 

Who used to return kickoffs and could still 
do it if called upon? Willie Gault. 

DENNIS MCKINNON: Who is a better 
punt return man in football? Already, McKin- 
non has returned two punts for touchdowns, 
a club record for a season. He wants to go 
to the Pro Bowl, too. 

McKinnon knows he is in the same boat 
as Gentry. Voters don’t want to concede that 
the Bears do everything better than most 
everyone else. 

So McKinnon has a plan. He wants to 
return ‘‘five or six more” punts for touch- 
downs this year, which would give voters no 
choice. 

The National Football League record for 
a season is four by Jack Christiansen of 

Detroit and Rick Upchurch of Denver. The 
two also share the career record of eight. 

McKinnon wants to take care of both 
records at once, which would put him in 
Honolulu by unanimous acciaim. 

McKinnon doesn’t look as fast as he is, ex- 
cept nobody catches him. Gault always got 
the credit for having all the speed at receiver. 
But McKinnon can hold his own. 


Anderson is tough to replace 

Gentry also helps cover kicks, but special 
teams coach Steve Kazor has yet to find 
another Neal Anderson. It was Anderson's 
speed and determination that made um the. 
best kick cover man in football last year as 
a rookie. 

The Bears thought Anderson earned a trip 
to Hawaii for his inspired play. Although he 
no longer plays on the punt coverage team, 
Anderson has set a standard that Kazor 
wants Maurice Douglass or someone else to 
follow. 

The return of special teams captain Shaun 
Gayle will undoubtedly bolster all coverage 


units. 

Against Kansas City, a blocked field goal 
by Dan Hampton provided the three-point 
margin. 

Kevin Butler’s field goal was the difference 
in the 31-28 score, but Hampton's biock 
prevented the score from being tied. 

The previous week, a blocked extra point 
by Al Harris proved the difference in a 27-26 
victory over Tampa Bay. 

The punting of Bryan Wagner has not 
been as consistent as coach Mike Ditka 
likes. Ditka and punters have a shaky 
history. 

But Wagner has talent and Ditka is the first 
to allow players to demonstrate their talent. 

Center Mark Rodenhauser looked like the 
answer to problems in long snapping, a vi- 
tal element in the kicking game. 

Butler was happy to welcome Rodenhaus- 
er from the replacement team to the varsity 
after the strike. 

But Rodenhauser had probiems in the 
Kansas City game, too. 

Speed is a factor in more than one way 
when it comes to maintaining efficiency on 
the special teams. 

if Ditka doesn’t think a player is perform- 
ing, whether it is kicking, returning, or snap- 
ping, he usually gets rid of them fast. 


1987 Bears 
Schedule 


REGULAR SEASON 
Chicago 34, N.Y. Giants 19 
i Chicago 20, Tampa Bay 3 
Sun., Sept. 27 at Detroit, noon 


Chicago 35, Philadelphia 3 
Chicago 27, Minnesota 7 
New Orleans 18, Chicago 17 


Chicago 27, Tampa Bay 26 
Chicago 31, Kansas City 28 
Chicago 26, Green Bay 24 
at Denver, 8 p.m. 
DETROIT, noon 
GREEN BAY, noon 
Sun., Dec. 6 at Minnesota, 7 p.m. 
Mon., Dec. 14 . -at San Francisco, 8 p.m. 
SEATTLE, noon 
Sun., Dec. 27 ... .at L.A, Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Home games in CAPS 


SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE 


Seafood Restaurant 
& Garden 


Open 7 days a week 5:00-11:00. 
Orange Shrimp with Champagne 
Sauce, Sea Scallops & Prawns 
wiPomegranate Sauce, Grilled 
Chicken Breast w/Apple Cream 
‘Sauce. “Our new cuisine brings 
together the seafood, fruit & fresh 
green herbs that make every dish 
ordered as pleasing to the taste 
as it does to the eye.” 


They know the players. They 
know the game. And, like all 
good Bear fans, they really 
know how to cut loose and 
scream. So cheer on your 
team with our team, Larrivee, 

Butkus & Hart. / 
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Neal Anderson heads down the right sideline as he catches a 59-yard touchdown pass from Jim McMahon on the Bears’ 
first offensive play of the game Sunday. (Bear Report photo by David J. Garot) 
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Wide receiver Ron Morris caught 2 21-yard pass during the 
Bears final drive Sunday to heip set up Kevin Butler’s game- 
winning field goal that beat Green Bay at Lambeau Ficid, 
26-24. (Bear Report phote by David J. Garot) 


Bears kick around Packers 


Butler’s four field goals send Green Bay packing 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


GREEN BAY — Judging from the Bears’ 
last three games, it seems they're in a con- 
test to see how late in the game they can go 
before putting the winning points on the 
board. 

On Sunday against the Packers in Green 
Bay, the Bears went as long as they could. 
A 52-yard field goal by Kevin Butler went just 
inside the left upright by about 18 inches with 
no time left on the clock to beat the Packers 
26-24. 

Chicago scored 13 points in the fourth 
quarter to come back from an eight-point 
halftime deficit. The Bears have now out- 
scored their opponents 40-3 in the fourth 
quarter in the last three games. 

“We've won three football games in a row 
that defy explanation,” said head coach 
Mike Ditka. “‘We probably have used up our 
allotment of miracles.” 

Ditka’s players also realize things have to 
change. ‘We can’t continue playing the way 
we’re playing,’’ said quarterback Jim McMa- 
hon. “But we’re still winning.” 

Said guard Tom Thayer, “It takes a little 
out of us because we never get the sureness 
of how good we are.” 

Bear-Packer games have featured a lot of 
fights the last few years, but there were no 
major ones this time around. “It was a great 
effort by both teams,” said Packer head 
coach Forrest Gregg. ‘‘It was a very intense 
ballgame. There was some pushing and 
shoving out there, but it was more or less a 


clean game. 

“We had some opportunities in the game 
to shut them off. With less than a minute to 
go, we had to keep them out of field-goal 
range. That's what it amounted to.” 

About the Packers Ditka said, “These 
guys are a good football team. | give them 
all the credit in the world. They were very 
well-coached. They knew what they wanted 
to do.” 

Bears grab fourth-quarter lead 

The Bears moved into the lead in the 
fourth quarter for the first time since midway 
through the opening period. Butler, who had 
four field goals in the game, kicked a 
24-yarder for a 23-21 Bear lead with 3:50 left 
in the game. 

But the Packers came right back and Al 
Del Greco hit a 47-yard attempt to put Green 
Bay back on top, 24-23, with one minute left 
to play. 

“That was a super kick into the wind,” 
Butler said of Del Greco’s kick. 

After the kickoff McMahon started the 
offense at his own 24-yard line with 56 se- 
conds left. He hit Ron Morris for 21 yards and 
Dennis McKinnon for 20 yards to move to the 
Packer 35. After three incompletions, Butler 
came in for the game-winning kick with four 
seconds left. 

“| called the same play every down,” 
McMahon said about the final drive. “‘If it 
keeps working, why change? We were beat- 
ing them off the line and there was nobody 
in the middle.” 

The Bears executed on the final drive, but 
they didn’t during the entire game, especially 


on defense. “I really feel in the bottom of my 
heart that we’re a much better football team 
than we're executing right now,”’ Ditka said. 
“We have to get much better and we know 
that. Right at this point we’re just an aver- 
age football team. 

“We have to match the intensity and the 
effort we're putting out there with execution. 
Right now our executio. is not good in a lot 
of areas.” 

Though the Packers gained only 42 yards 
rushing, they threw for 298 yards. ‘‘l expect- 
ed it to be close. What | didn’t expect was 
that we would play as we did defensively,” 
said safety Dave Duerson. “‘We just didn’t 
play smart. If we execute, we’re gonna make 
things happen.” 

Defensive secondary a concern 

The state of mind of the defensive secon- 
dary is what worries Ditka. “It’s not real con- 
fident. That’s what bothers me,” he said. 

The Bears couldn't rush the ball either, 
gaining just 104 yards on the ground. “Peo- 
ple are sticking people on the line of scrim- 
mage. They're taking the run away from us,” 
Ditka said. ‘We're gonna have tg throw it. 
And when we do run it we’re gonna have to 
design it a little different.” 

McMahon threw 42 times in the game, a 
career-high for him. He completed 21 pass- 
es but threw two interceptions. “‘l didn’t play 
very well today,” he said. “‘if | had thrown 
the ball weli, it might have been different 
today.” 

McMahon looked sharp on the Bears’ first 
play of the game. From the Bear 41 McMa- 
hon hit Neal Anderson on a pass down ri 


vu 


right sideline for a 59-yard touchdown play. 
The Bear offense held the bail for just eight 
seconds before taking a 7-0 lead. 

“We wanted to get Neal in the passing 
game as an outside receiver and see if they 
could cover him,”’ Ditka said. “We found out 
on the first play if they played us regular 
defenses, they wouldn’t.” 

Anderson doesn’t mind running more pass 
plays than running plays. “As long as we 
move the ball down the field it’s alf the 
same,” he said. “It doesn’t matter how you 
get it done,” 

But the lead didn’t last long. Green Bay 
evened the score on a 27-yard touchdown 
pass from Randy Wright to tight end Ed 
West. The Packers got some heip on that 
drive from the replay official, who ruled a 
40-yard pass to Phillip Epps complete to the 
Bear 27. Green Bay scored on the next play. 

Harris gets another key biock 

Green Bay threatened to take the iead on 
a 39-yard field goal attempt by De! Greco, 
but it was blocked by Ai Harris, his second 
blocked kick in three games. Harris said he 
also got a hand on the Packers’ first extra- 
point attempt but didn’t get enough of the 
ball to knock it down. 

“We go into every game thinking we’re 
gonna block every kick,” he said. “When 


-you have that mentality you're gonna block 


some kicks.” 

Each of the last three games have been 
decided by-a blocked kick. “Hopefully, we 
can get some games where they won't have 
to be decided by blocked kicks,” Harris said. 

Continued Page 15 
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Bears-Packers game statistics 


SCORING SUMMARY 

CHICAGO RT mee Meee. fs teteata sc cant 760 13 — 2 , ——. 
Groen Baye... etc r<r hc tea «-- 1470 3 — 2% ; 1 " (Bi. f ws 

1 - Bears: Anderson 59-yd. pass from McMahon ............-. 70 . - we 

1 - Packers: West 27-yd. pass from Wright; Del Greco XP... -.. 77 why y 

1 - Packers: Fullwood 2-yd. run; Del Greco XP ..........-.-- 7-14 

2 - Bears: Butler 27-yd. FG... 0.2.2.0... 2ececueeeceee es 10-14 

2 - Bears: Butler 29-yd: FG ...... 2.0.06 0cc.- cds ences eres 13-14 

2 - Packers: Epps 26-yd. pass from Wright; Del Greco XP . .. . 13-21 

4 - Bears: Payton 1-yd. run; Butler XP ...... eareere-e 20-21 

4 - Bears: Butler 24-yd. FG ........--2002-ceeeeeceee eens 23-21 

4 - Packers: Del Greco 47-yd. FG .....-- 2. 2-- 0.0 ee 00s 000s 23-24 

4 - Bears: Butler 52-yd. FG ......--- eee eee erent rete 26-24 


Attendance 53,320 (tickets distributed 57,092; unused 3,776); time 3:35. 
Weather drizzle, temperature 41 degrees, wind northerly at 12 mph. 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears Packers 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS ..........-..-...2.. 22 17 
By RUuSHIng ienee «emer yee seis 9 4 
BYi PASSING so <c= siacegs arn ccseewinemeiat 10 12 
ByiPenaltyae- Sacre. 20 te ee) See eos 3 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 5-18 6-15 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 3-3 0-0 
TOTALNET’ YARDS: 2 sae. oereemeeee 351 340 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times passing) ........--......2... 77 66 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ..........-........ 4.6 5.2 
NET YARDS RUSHING ..............-..... 104 42 
Total Rushing Plays .............2....0- 33 24 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.............-...- 3.2 1.8 
NET YARDS PASSING .................... 247 298 
Times Thrown — ; 
Yds; Lost Ait: To:Pass@ 7 see 33. 2-12 0-0 
Gross Yds. Passing.................... 259 298 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD UNTERCERTED fi) fen Bae ss 42-21-2  42-20-0 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 5.6 7.1 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ............2...... 352.0 638.0 ‘ = + : 
Had Blocked \ <3... S220 osc fs peace 0 0 ? | ; . ’ ’ “— 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE ................... 4-16 433 " , g = ~~) =— —. 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 4-16 2-22 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 349 5-106 Walter Payton is presented with an action photo of himself by Packer president Judge Robert Parins (center) before Sun- 
No. and Yds. interc. Ret. ................- 00 2-11 _ day’s game in Green Bay. Payton was honored by Green Bay before he played his final game in Lambeau Field and became 
. PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 7-68 16-125 the first opposing player in Packer history to be honored in such a way. Holding the photo is Packer assistant public relations 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............. som 10 2-1 director Scott Berchtold. (Bear Report photo by David J. Garot) 
TOUCHDOWNS ».2>.. =: 2p stances ss os 2 3 
Rushing icx..... Stine eee Sees cecee 1 1 
ean sto Foe Pye ae. OOP FC woe A 5 KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG = 4 
vee beeeees secs eet eee we te po Pg oe se Aaa ee cee FUMBLES Fum. 
EXTRA POINTS MADE —ATT. .........:... 22 33 caus nah es See Mt UN Se ; 5 = Res 26h SX sets wks i. 9 
FG MADE — ATT. ..................2.02.. 46 1-3 Wit 55.5 cs, ace oe ee 1 0 0 
TIME OF POSSESSION.................2..- 34:23 25:37 Own Felcodt2c.. 8 baer oe eked 0 1 3 
FUMBLES Fum. Rec. 
DOURASS oe ios cas osie'oe ow ae Sasa aeees 0 1 
NICKINNON Ra S552 = See as ese 1 0 DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Chicago Green Bay z A $ YL mt PD Ff 
Net Long Net Long Duerson ........ 8 0 0 0 6 0 0 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD Jackson ........ 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Andersons Ayer erses, .-s 13 22 17 8 0 OT Vie, See ee § 13 26 £6 0 BON vera n 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Payton'ss..2ccnessse sees cee e se 12, 49 41 15 1 Dawissee ere =o 528 coe 11 5 5 § 0 Richardson... .. . 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Thomas ........ Aer eeee 4 10 25 3 0 Fuliw000 55a =< sxc i - 8 24 30 9 1 Phillips ......... 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Momahon": = 57.00 ssesseen 1 13. 13.0 #813 0 Singletary ....... 6' 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sangers 0ir.-05 sw sates acne 3 10 «33 5 0 PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. TD LG Wilson ......... 3 1 0 6 0 0 0 
Wrghtte-aseceons cos onc. 41320 R288: Ae? 40 Marshall ........ 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 
-Tkd. Had Neal ee esc es cess 1 0 0 0 0 Rivera.........- 2 0 0 6 0 0 0 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG int. Pony ics... AL. 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 
McMahon....... 42 21 259 212 1 59 2 PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD McMichael ...... 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Stanloys sates es So. 2 33. 20 0 Dene S35 Sic: 3 0 0 0 60 0 1 
PASS RECEIVING No, Yds. LG TD Noah Per sates cues inc anor ee 5 49 19 0-. > - Hanon’ ©...) 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 
ANGOISON Sscseese occ el Sel 02aos, 1 WES ee ene oe fans So 4 66 830 1 FORCED FUMBLES: Bell 
MOMS est eene cis. oe eee 2 49 28 O DAVIS=. Sean |. Eo... eee 3 11 8 0 
BOSOM Er Bee ts. scales 3 bo ee 5 20 8 0 Eppsisttecto  e et 6 139 40 1 Packers ; 
Galiliseneesete ec. Ss. eee 2 <3) al 0 T A Ss 4% mm 
Paylninepeeeece nse: int ee 4 21 10 0 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG. Ee oh, ee 2 0 0 0 1 0 
Moorehead iisaosso-ccs. cs ete 1 6 6 0 GIBONG Sen. ars d eee ewe 1 11 11 Greene ask cs. cc. 3 0 0 0 1 0 
McKinnioninesress <0. 2 ee 1 20 20 0 LOB ese eae oo nd De 1 0 0 SS eee = Ssaderes 3 2 0 0 0 2 
Suiheyieeee tees ats cca eee 1 6 6 0 es : D. Brown .........-... 5 0 0 0 0 2 
: No. Yds. Avg. LG Murphy ..4..... 22.5... 7 2 0 0 0 0 
_ INTERCEPTIONS Deaclinee sere <...0.!- 5. eee 6 228 380 57 ae i re inn oie “Oe eh a 
None Helland).<...2.,. Sekatasan 6 0 ti] 0 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. LG Anderson .........-..- 8 2 0 G 0 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB LG SHAIMOY Seay i= heel Saha de 2 22.=«15 Canteen 32286 =). Sew 2 0 1 5 0 0 
Wagnbiadessc0 ss s20s sc... 2s 3 156) “52:0: 1 7i ee E. Johnson. .......-..: 0 0 1 7 0 0 
No. Yds. LG Noble 2... 25S 8 1 i) 0 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. LG DDK ie errno: 5s fo cee see ee 1 10 = 10 FU BRM oT. «ce ate 1 0 0 0 0 0 
McKinnon Ss... css. ee ee eee 4 16 7 PUNNOOG ren... oblast wrrratlevee re ores 4 % 33 PARENTS Sor ovaice eee 3 2 0 0 0 0 
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Butler bounces back 


from shaky start 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


GREEN BAY — It hasn’t been an easy 
year for Kevin Butler so far. After he missed 
his first two field-goal attempts in Sunday’s 
game against the Packers, he was just three 
for nine for the season. 

But he came back with a vengeance the 
rest of the game, making all four of his re- 
maining attempts including a 52-yard kick 
with no time ieft that won the game for the 
Bears, 26-24. 

The Bears drove 41 yards in the final 56 
seconds of the game to set up Butler’s win- 
ning kick. 

After missing from 47 and 48 yards out, 
Butler converted on kicks of 27, 29, 24 and 
52 yards in the game. 

“There's been doubts in my mind because 
of the year |’ve been having,”’ Butler said. 
“Going out there | know | can make those 
kicks. But | need to concentrate more. And 
| concentrated 100 percent on that last one. 

“You get frustrated but | knew there'll be 
more chances. And that helped me concen- 
trate more on the last one.” 

A 52-yard kick to win the game in front of 
a hostile crowd is probably one of the tough- 
est things a kicker can be asked to do. But 
Butler did it. ‘‘! felt like | was on top of Mike 
Tomezak (the holder) while he still had the 
ball in his hands,’’ Butler said about that last 
kick. He said before the kick he was think- 
ing ‘‘stay over the ball and follow through. 
It wouldn’t have a chance to make it 
if | didn’t do the right mechanical things.” 

Tomcezak celebrates early 


Butler waited until the officials threw their 
hands in the air to celebrate. But Tomczak 
knew it was good right away. “‘He must have 
known something| didn’t because his hands 
went up immediately,” Butler said. 

It was a moment every kicker dreams of, 
including Butler. ‘“‘That’s something you try 
to do in your imagination all the time,” he 
said. ‘It’s something you dream about the 
night before any game to familiarize yourself 
with that situation. So you can go in there 
a little more relaxed, take a deep breath and 
feel like you've been in that situation before. 

“And when it gets right down to it, | get 
more nervous after a kick. Then | figure out 
what | did.”’ 

Head coach Mike Ditka admitted to being 
a little nervous during the kick. “I think 
there’s always doubt when you kick it from 
52 yards,” he said. “I’m happy for Kevin be- 
cause he’s had some kicks that haven’t gone 
through. He’s been working with three, four 
different centers all year and two different 
holders already. He’s been struggling a lit- 
tle bit, but he got the ball through.”’ 

Not only was the pressure on Butler, but 

“also rookie center John Adickes, who was 
doing the long-snapping for the first time this 
season. “‘l felt confident,’’ Adickes said. 
“Since I’ve been here Kevin’s made two 
clutch field goals and that clutch extra-point 
in Tampa Bay. That just shows that Kevin’s 
a real clutch kicker. It helps out a jot.” 

Adickes helps out Butler 

Of course, that confidence can work both 
ways. “John did a great job,” Butler said. 
“He told me not to worry about it. And it took 
an awtul lot of pressure off myself and ena- 


Holder Mike Tomcezak (18) is the first to congratulate Kevin Butler after his 52-yard field goal 
beat the Packers Sunday. (Bear Report photo by David J. Garot) 


bled me to concentrate on the kick. The 
snaps were great today.”’ 

Adickes also earned praise from fellow 
offensive lineman Tom Thayer. ‘I think John 
Adickes deserves a lot of credit,”’ Thayer 
said. “It’s the first game he’s snapping in. 
It’s the biggest half of his life. It's a game- 
winning snap. 

“| was saying to Bortz we really have to 


protect John. He’s got to get a good snap.’- 


That's a big, big play.” 
The Packers tried to ice Butler before the 
kick by calling a timeout, but it didn’t work. 


“The timeouts don't bother me,” Butler said, 
adding that it gave him time to make sure 
the spot where the ball would be set was in 
good shape. 

“It wasn’t just me," Butler said. “It’s all 
those little things that count in situations like 
that. And that's where this team excels.” 

Thayer also talked about the job the 
offense did getting the ball in field-goa! po- 
sition. “When we work as 14 guys as one, 
56 seconds is a lot of time because we have 
some tremendous receivers that can get 
open,” he said. 
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Bucs having 4th quarter problems 


By John Delcos 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 


If the Buccaneers are to make a serious 
run at respectability, they must develop a 
killer instinct. Their defense might be ranked 
fourth in the league, but when it comes to 
the fourth quarter, strange things happen. 

In their first two post-strike games the 
Bucs blew 20-0 second-half leads. In the first 
game, the Bears rallied to win, 27-26. In the 
second game, the Bucs led Green Bay 20-0, 
but held on to win, 23-17. 

Coach Ray Perkins didn’t do much to stop 
“choke in the clutch”’ talk after he gave a 
back-handed compliment. 

“I'm really proud of our guys for hanging 
in there,”’ Perkins said after the Green Bay 
game in an attempt to stroke the ego of his 
team. 

Then the other shoe fell. 

“That deja vu stuff, I'm not sure what that 
is,’ said Perkins. ‘‘But I'll have flashbacks 
anytime somebody is starting to come back 

us,” 
ay Steve DeBerg was objective in com- 


~ ne Pabrets are REESind think the biggest 


NOTES: Evidently, not all of QB Vinny 


Testaverde’s Passes were intercepted at 
the Fiesta Bowl. The Bucs’ rookie an- 
nounced his engagement to Laura Gambuc- 
ci, whom he met at a pre-game party. .. . 
Is RB James Wilder burned out? Less than 
200 yards in four games suggests heis. . . . 
RB Charles Gladman, who was bypassed 
in the supplemental draft, but signed during 
the strike, was waived. Also waived were SS 
Craig Swoope, who started 11 games last 
year as a rookie, and WR Bobby Bankton, 
K Greg Davis and OG David Jordan. .. : 
Placed DE Tyrone Keys and FB Adrian 
Wright on Injured Reserve. 

Injuries - TE Ron Hall (knee) andLB Don 
Graham (stomach). 

THIS WEEK: Home to Minnesota. Vikings 
lead, 13-5, including last five. Tampa Bay 
won the first meeting this season, 20-10, 
which was the first post-strike game. 

THE STRETCH: San Francisco, at Los 
Angeles Rams, at New Orleans, Detroit, St. 
Louis, at Indianapolis. 

NFL RANKINGS: Offense - 22nd (23rd 
rush, 20th pass). Defense - 4th (4th rush, 9th 
Pass). 


Green Bay 
Packers 


Coach Forrest Gregg knows how to boost 
a player's confidence. He certainly has been 
in the corner of QB Don Majkowski. 

Gregg pulled Majkowski after the rookie 
completed four of 13 passes for 43 yards and 
fumbled twice in a loss to Tampa Bay. Ran- 
dy Wright was scheduled to start against 
Chicago. 

“| knew it would happen sooner or later, 
that Don would get into a situation that he 
would have trouble handling,” Gregg said. 
— What.a great guy. 


Ate « , Ox 


NOTES: Strength coach Virgil Knight 
pushed a camera into the eye of Detroit 
cameraman John Gross, who was working 
the Packers-Lions game for NFL Films. 
Knight shoved the camera into Gross face 
moments after Eddie Murray missed afield 
goal at the end of the game. Knight prevent- 
ed Gross from getting a shot of Packers DE 
Alphonso Carreker grabbing Murray from 
behind. ... When RB Kenneth Davis car- 
ried 23 times against Detroit, he became the 
first Packer to carry over 20 times in a game 
since Eddie Lee Ivery did it 1982. +s When 
the Packers held Detroit of 17 rushing yards, 
it was their best performance against the 
rush since 1962 when they held St. Louis to 
16. ... Waived replacement players QB 
Alan Risher, C Vince Rafferty, DL Loren- 
zo Freeman and P Scott Fulhage. 
Injuries - SSs Chris Mandeville (leg) and 
Mark Murphy (concussion), RB Brent Full- 
wood (ankle), NT David Logan (hamstring) 
and OT Alan Veingrad (foot). 
THIS WEEK: At Seattle. Packers lead, 3-1. 
Last meeting, 30-24 Seattle victory in 1984 
ilwaukee. : 
ane STRETCH: At Kansas City, at Chica- 
go, San Francisco, Minnesota, at New York 
Giants, at New Orleans. 
NFL RANKINGS: Offense - 2ist (8th rush, 
24th pass). Defense - 20th (16th rush, 23rd 
Pass). 


Minnesota 
NU .Vikings 
——_o ee ae 


General Manager Mike Lynn is ever the 

Politician. 

Minnesota was the last club to put a 

replacement team together. After the Vikings 

- went 0-3 during the Strike, he said the NFL 

should go toa Split season or add wild card 
teams. 

Lynn continues to Say records don’t mean 
anything this season because of the replace- 
ment games. 

“Theoretically, we Can be favored in all our 
remaining games,” Lynn said. “Normally 
you can’t say that.”’ 

Lynn said an 8-7 record might be good 
€nough to qualify for the playoffs. 

But one has to wonder how serious the 
Vikings are about making the playoffs. Q@B 
Tommy Kramer said he is ready to play, but 
Wade Wilson, he of the one touchdown 
Pass and six interceptions since the strike, 
is still the starter. 

NOTES: A trade with Houston which 
would have brought free agent OT Bruce 
Matthews to the Vikings fell through. ... 
Rookie RB D.J. Dozier Said there might be 
a benefit to the strike: “| think the strike gave 
my body a good rest.” --. DE Stafford 
Mays was the only replacement player to 
make the team. 

Injuries - RBs Darrin Nelson (back) and 
Alfred Anderson (neck), LB David Howard 
(ankle) and G Terry Tausch (knee). 

THIS WEEK: At Tampa Bay. Vikings lead, 
13-5, including last five. Tampa Bay won the 
first meeting this season, 20-10, in the first 
Post-strike game. 

THE STRETCH: Atlanta, at Dallas 
(T hanksgiving), Chicago, at Green Bay, at 
Detroit, Washington. 

NFL RANKINGS: Offense - 19th (25th 
rush, 13th pass). Defense - 9th (17th rush, 

ZS 2) 


VY 


jg Detroit 
fi Lions 


\—. 


The Lions need training wheels. 

“Football is a seven-day cycle,” said 
Coach Darryl Rogers. “‘Our cycle, right now, 
is not very successful. But, it’s not what I’d 
call desperate.” 

Then what. is? 

First, Owner William Clay Ford called the 
Lions a “lousy football team.’ Then defen- 
sive coordinator Wayne Fontes was arrest- 
ed on cocaine possession and drunken 
driving charges. i-- 

Ford held a rare team meeting in an at- 
tempt to boost spirits. But it didn’t stop the 

Os. 

oS Jimmie Giles and rookie DE Reggie 
Rogers each missed a day of practice. 
Rogers, the brother of the late Don Rogers 
(the Cleveland S who died of a cocaine over- 
dose), was upset with his treatment by Lions 
coaches and the disappearance of his sis- 
ter. He was given permission to miss 
practice. : 

Giles, who complained of a lack of play- 
ing time, held a one-day walkout and was im- 
mediately traded to Philadelphia for an 
undisclosed 1988 draft choice. Giles played 


STIS eS ASE At si ses for 62 
yards and Ho touchdoupe Vasse: 


Owns. 
NOTES: K Eddie Murray is receiving 
treatment for a hip injury. ... Vernon Max- 


well and Mike Cofer will alternate at right 
outside linebacker until one wins the job. . . |. 
Waived DBs John Bostic and Kevin Grom, 
and WR Eric Truvillion. __. Placed OT 
Rich Strenger on Injured Reserve. 

Injuries - Cofer, NT Jerry Ball (ham- 
String/ankle), FB Scott Williams (shoulder), 
CB Ricky Smith (ribs) and DEs Eric Wil- 
liams (hip) and Keith Ferguson (chest). 

THIS WEEK: At Washington. Redskins 

lead, 19-8, including last 11 games. Last 
meeting was 24-3 Washington victory in 
1985. Last Lions victory was in 1965, 14-10 
at Detroit. 

THE STRETCH: At Chicago, Kansas City 
(Thanksgiving), Los Angeles Rams, at Tam- 
Pa Bay, Minnesota, at Atlanta. 

NFL RANKINGS: Offense - 25th (28th 
rush, 16th pass). Defense - 24th (24th rush, 
22nd pass). 


The Sweetest Honey of Them All. __ 
“HONEY BEAR BETH WEBSTER” 


-— 7 oy 
A. ee 
= 


Send Now for your SPecial edition full color 
8X10 pinup featuring Beth Webster. Each 
pinup is a full figured shot and will be 


Personally autographed by Honey Bear Beth. 
Send $2.99 for each Pinup to 


4 fo 
SPORTS TO GO 
421 Kennebec Road, Cherry Hill NJ 08002 


Watch for Beth in our advertisement in 
the next issue of the Bear Report, 


THE 
HOTTEST 
THING TO 
“HIT 
CHICAGO 
SINCE 
THE FIRE! 


teers 


QUOTEBOOK 

Chicago GB Jim McMahon on the Green 
Bay organization: 

oh tier seems to me it has kind of gone 
downhill theslast three or four years, and | 
think Forrest Gregg has got to be a part of 
it.” 


Chicago Coach Mike Ditka on how the 
Green Bay management might honor RB 
Walter Payton: ' 

“| bet they give hima car up in Green Bay, 
maybe another Lamborghini. 


Detroit QB Chuck Long on the Lions’ 
collapse: , 

“its unfortunate these things have to hap- 
pen. These things are the bottom of the bot- 
tom. I’ve never been through anything like 
this in my life.” 


Green Bay Coach Forrest Gregg on his 
offense in a loss to Tampa Bay: ; 

“Our offense stunk up the joint, just like 
we did all week in practice.’ 


Minnesota Coach Jerry Burns on giving 
' players a day off after RB Darrin Neison 
injured his back when he slipped while 
ing a stereo: 
Toc awe a guy a day off and the wives 
got them carrying garbage cans and every- 
thing. That's the end of the days off. 


SeUSH Toach Derry) Rogers after hear- 
ing rookie OE Reggie Rogers and TE Jim- 
mie Giles (who was later traded) weren’t 
happy at how they were being used: 

“We have 15 guys who don’tlike the way 
they are being used.” 


Facts and Figures 


Coie Kickoff: Monday, Nov. 16, 8 p.m. Central time. 
Georgia Site: Mile High Stadium, Denver. 
BYU Playing surface: Natural grass. 

Series record: The Bears hold a slight edge in 
the two teams’ meetings, winning four of the seven 
games. The teams last met in the second week of 
the 1984 season at Soldier Field with Chicago win- 
ning, 27-0. The teams also met in 1983 and again 
Chicago won, 31-14 at Soldier Field to give Mike Dit- 
ka a 2-0 lifetime mark against the Broncos. 


Radio-TV coverage: The game will be televised 
live nationally by ABC-TV, channel 7 in Chicago. 


Denver Broncos 


College 
Lg. Beach St 
Cincinnati 
Stanford 
Texas A&M 
Florida 
So. Mississippi 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Louisiana St 
Boston College 
Colorado 
Mississippi St. 
Howard 
Texas 
Arizona 
So. California 
William & Mary 
Nebraska 
Baylor 
Colorado St. 
Louisiana St. 
Mississippi 
Miami (Fla.) 
Duke 
Arizona St. 
W. Texas St. 
UCLA 
Texas 
Utah St. 
California 


' Chicago Bears 


. Player Pos. , Yr. 
Kevin Butler K 
Jim McMahon QB 
Jim Harbaugh QB 
Bryan Wagner P 
‘Mike Tomezak QB 
Thomas Sanders.... RB 
Dave Duerson $ 


3 No, Name Pos, Ht. Wt. 
6 
R 
1 
3 
3 
5 
Shaun Gayle S 4 
2 
6 
8 
5 
6 
6 


Mike Horan... 

Rich Karlis . . 

John Elway.......-. 
Gary Kubiak ..... 

Tony Lilly ...... 
Sammy Winder . 
Jeremiah Castille 

Steve Sewell ........-. 
Mike Harden .. 


Michigan 
Cal.-Northridge 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Washington 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Arizona St. 


Vestee Jackson cB 
Ss 
Matt Suhey FB 
Mike Richardson.... CB 
Dennis Gentry WR 
Calvin Thomas FB 
Walter Payton RB 3 
Neal Anderson RB 2 Florida 
Maurice Douglass... OB 2 Kentucky 
Gary Fencik $ 2 Yale 
Reggie Phillips OB S. Methodist 
Mike Singletary Baylor 
Jim Morrissey Michigan State 
John Adickes Baylor 
Otis Wilson Louisville 
Tom Thayer Notre Dame 
Wilber Marshall Florida 
California 
lowa 
lowa 
N.E, Louisiana 
Oklahoma St. 
Winona St. 
Clemson ~ 
Pittsburgh 
Texas 
USC 
Michigan 
Tennessee 
SMU 
Florida State 
Illinois 
Colorado 
McNeese Stale 
Arizona State 


Baylor WGN-Radio and the Bears radio network also will 
Minos carry the game live. WOJO (105 FM) will broadcast 
the game in Spanish. 


Bruce Plummer 


Jackson St. Steve Wilson... 


DP BDOrt Done aoowenraaoeannnannaa =< 


SRESBBSRASEBRBRSSTSSSL 
> 


Jay Hilgenberg 


SBSRFLVSLSRC2SSSSaSRRBBESBRReiULSL 


oc ~ 


Paul Blair 
Jim Althoff 
William Perry 


Greg Kragen 
Keith Kartz cet 
Simon Fletcher......... Houston 
Dan Remsberg......... 2 Abilene Christ. 
Rulon Jones . . : 8 Utah State 
Ken Lanier... . 
Karl Mecklenburg... 
Winford Hood. . 

Mark Jackson,...... 

Vance Johnson 


Ricky Natiiel... 
Clarence Kay ........ 


Orson Mobley... 
Freddie Gilbert. .... 


Steve McMichael... DT 
Keith Van Horne .... 
Kurt Becker . 
Willie Gault 
Ron Morris 
Dennis McKinnon ... 185 
224 25 
Emergy Moorehead.. TE 225 33 11 
Keith Ortego 180 24 3 
Al Harris 270 30 8 


3 
7 
3 
R 
8 
3 
4 
4 
5 
7 
Will Johnson R 
2 
1 
3 
5 
8 
7 
6 
5 
R 
4 
1 


| 
| 


Richard Dent 263 26 5 
Dan Hampton ...... 267 30 9 


Tenn State 
Arkansas 


INJURED RESERVE: WR Lew Bames; DT Dick Chapura; S Kyle Kafentzis; LB Paul Migliazzo; 
C Larry Rubens; G Ronnie James Carter; T Brent Sowell; TE Tim Wrightman; WR Votie 


Patterson; DE Sean Smith. 
PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO PERFORM: OB Steve Fuller. 


fter a slow start coming off their Su- 
B- Bowl appearance season of last 

year, the Denver Broncos started to 
turn things around two weeks ago. 

The Broncos were struggling to stay in the 
playoff race in the AFC West coming off the 
strike, even though they beat Seattle 40-17 
on the season’s opening weekend. In the 
regular players’ first game back the Broncos 
lost to Minnesota, 34-27. That dropped Den- 
ver’s record to 3-2-1 and in third place be- 
hind the 5-1 Chargers. 

Last week the Broncos fell flat again, los- 
ing to Buffalo 21-14. 

A 25-mph wind kept Denver's air attack 
grounded. Quarterback John Elway could 
only complete 13 of 30 passes he attempt- 
ed in the game for just 163 yards. 

Denver's ground attack, which showed 
signs of life against Detroit a week earlier, 
could manage only 76 yards against Buffalo. 

The Bills also were helped on special 
teams. Buffalo blocked two Denver punts out 
of the end zone for safeties in the game. 

Buffalo built an 18-0 halftime lead. Den- 
ver scored a touchdown in the third and 
fourth quarters but couldn't come back all 
the way. 5 

The loss dropped Denver’s record to 4-3-1, 
well behind the AFC West leading Chargers 
at 7-1. 

Denver punted nine times in the game and 
managed just 12 first downs against the Bills’ 
defense. Elway was able to hook up with 
Vance Johnson five times in the game, as 
Johnson had 95 receiving yards on the day. 

The Bronco defense again couldn’t put 
pressure on the quarterback. Jim Kelly didn’t 


get sacked all day by Denver and complet- 
ed 14 of 23 passes for 135 yards. 
Lions game a turning point 

When Denver needed a good perfor- 
mance to turn things around after the strike, 
it got one in a 34-0 victory over the Lions in 
Denver two weeks ago. So it’s hard to say 
which Denver team the Bears will play Mon- 
day night. 

But if the Broncos end this season strong, 
they can look to the Lions game as a turn- 
ing point in the season. The once-famous 
“Orange Crush” defense recorded its first 
shut out since a 21-0 win over Kansas City 
in 1984. It also was the first time the Lions 
were shutout since Nov. 8, 1980, a 34-0 loss 
to Minnesota. And it was the Broncos largest 
margin of victory since a 45-10 win over New 
England in 1979. 

The Bronco defense held Detroit to just 
seven offensive plays in the first quarter and 
allowed the Lions to convert on just three of 
11 third-down situations. The Lions managed 
just 191 yards in total offense, and only 63 
yards on the ground. 

And after recording just one sack in the 
Minnesota game, Denver sacked Lions quar- 
terback Chuck Long three times. Defensive 
end Rulen Jones and linebacker Karl Meck- 
lenburg, both sackless going into the game, 
each had one sack against Detroit. Mecklen- 
burg also had seven tackles and one fum- 
ble recovery in the game. 

Tight end Clarence Kay told the Rocky 
Mountain News after the game, “We had to 
win today, bad. We needed to win to the 
point that people probably would have start- 
ed pointing fingers if we had lost. Geiting a 


Denver head coach Dan Reeves 


Bruce Klostermann 


98 Ricky Hunley 


S. Dakota St. 
Arizona 


HEAD COACH: Dan Reeves. 


win streak again is a good feeling.”’ 

The Detroit win was the first time in three 
tries this year the Broncos beat an NFC Cen- 
tral opponent. Besides the Minnesota loss, 
Denver also tied Green Bay in the second 
week of the season. 

Denver’s rushing game also came alive 
against Detroit after losing starting running 
back Gerald Willhite against Minnesota with 
a broken leg. a 

Winder starting again 

Sammy Winder, who had started the past 

five seasons, returned to the starting spot in 


place of Willhite and rushed for 94 yards on « 


21 carries against the Lion defense. As a 
team, Denver pounded out 212 yards on the 
ground, the most in over two years. 

“| think he’s going to be the guy that’s go- 
ing to take up the slack as far as the running 
game is concerned because he does a great 
job with it,” head coach Dan Reeves told the 
Rocky Mountain News. “‘That’s what he’s 
done for us so well through the years. As 
long as he's healthy, he'll be the guy we 
count on the most.” 

The Broncos totaled 460 yards in total 
offense, with quarterback John Elway com- 
pleting 16 of 30 passes for 246 yards. Elway 
could have piled up even bigger numbers if 
his receivers hadn't dropped six passes in 
the game, including what should have been 
a sure 55-yard touchdown pass to Vance 
Johnson. 

Elway also showed off his scrambling abil- 
ities, running for two touchdowns while car- 
rying the ball four times for 42 yards. 
Containing him could be a problem for the 
Bear defense. 


Elway surpassed the 1,000-yard mark in 
career rushing against the Lions. 

“That was fun,” Elway said in the Rocky 
Mountain News. ‘“‘Running is a big part of 
my game. I’m glad | havé that ability. | en- 
joy it as long as there aren't too many oppo- 
nents around.” 


Broncos’ special teams are good 

The Bears’ special teams have been play- 
ing very well of late, but Denver's unit also 
put in a strong showing against Detroit. 
The Lions had poor field position for the en- 
tire game, thanks to the Broncos’ special 
teams. The Lions’ best field position to start 
a drive was at their own 40-yard line. Of 
Detroit’s six kickoff returns in the game. five 
were for less than 20 yards. 

Denver will get a good test, though, 
against the Bears, who have the league’s top 
kickoff returner in Dennis Gentry. 

One intangible going into the game will be 
Mile High Stadium and the Denver fans. 
They've forgiven the players for the strike 
and Broncomania once again is alive and 
well. 

And Mile High Stadium has been friendly 
to the Broncos. Though Reeves, a friend of 
Mike Ditka’s going back to their coaching 
days together in Dallas, is 0-3 lifetime against 
the Bears, all of those losses have come at 
Soldier Field. 

But since 1984 the Broncos are 23-5 at 
home, second-best in the NFL to the Bears, 
who are 25-4. The Bears also own the best 
road record in the league since 1984 at 20-6. 

At home, Reeves’ career-mark against the 
NFC Central is 5-0. 
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Chicago on offense 


SPECIALISTS OFFENSE Ze, SPECIALISTS 
Punter Punt returner 
15 Bryan Wagner 2 t RB FB 85 Dennis McKinnon 
Kicker 34 Walter Payton 35 Neal Anderson Kick returner 

6 Kevin Butler 20 Thomas Sanders QB 26 Matt Suhey 29 Dennis Gentry 

35 Neal Anderson 9 Jim McMahon 33 Calvin Thomas Kick center 


Holder 


18 Mike Tomezak 


,* 


18 Mike Tomezak 
14 Jim Harbaugh 


«. 


54 John Adickes 


WR TE RT RG Cc LT WR 
88 Willie Gault 87 Emery Moorehead 78 Keith Van Horne 57 Tom Thayer 63 Jay Hilgenberg 62 Mark Bortz 74 Jim Covert 84 Ron Morris 
29 Dennis Gentry 86 Cap Boso 68 Paul Blair 79 Kurt Becker 54 John Adickes 79 Kurt Becker 68 Paul Blair 85 Dennis McKinnon 
89 Keith Ortego 
Le NT 
LCB 61 Andre Townsend 71 Greg Kragen 75 Rulon Jones RCB 


36 Mark Haynes 
28 Jeremiah Castille 


90 Freddie Gilbert 
65 Walt Bowyer 


65 Walt Bowyer 


31 Mike Harden 
45 Steve Wilson 


38 Bruce Plummer 


NY 


LOLB LILB RILB ROLB 


NY 


77 Karl Mecklenburg 
55 Rick Dennison 


73 Simon Fletcher 


97 Bruce Klostermann 98 "Ricky: Hunley; 


55 Rick Dennison 
51 Mare Munford 


50 Jim Ryan 
56 Michael Brooks 


Tan\} 


FS 2 Ss 
22 Tony Lilly 49 Dennis Smith 
48 Randy Robbins 48 Randy Robbins 


Denver on offense 


OFFENSE SPECIALISTS 


Punt returner 
84 Ricky Nattiel 


Kick returner 
33 Gene Lang 


Kick center 
54 Keith Bishop 


SPECIALISTS 


Punter 
2 Mike Horan 


Kicker 


3 Rich Karlis A = OB = FB 
Holder ammy Winder 33 Gene Lang 


§ 35 Ken Bell 7 John Elway 30 Steve Sewell 
8 Gary Kubiak 8 Gary Kubiak 46 Bobby Micho 


wR RT RG c Le wR 


80 Mark Jackson 88 Clarence Kay 76 Ken Lanier 67 John Ayers 68 Larry Lee 54 Keith Bishop 70 Dave Studdard 82 Vance Johnson 
89 Orson Mobley 74 Dan Remsberg 63 Mark Cooper _—64 Billy Bryan 63 Mark Cooper 74 Dan Remsberg 84 Ricky Nattiel 


46 Bobby Micho 
RT 


72 William Perry 
70 Jim Althoff 


DEFENSE 


RE RCB 
95 Richard Dent 24 Vestee Jackson 
90 Al Harris. 27 Mike Richardson 


LE LT ; 
LCB 99 Dan Hampton 76 Steve McMichael 
27 Mike Richardson 90 Al Harris 70 Jim Althoff 


48 Reggie Phillips 


RLB 

58 Wilber Marshall 
59 Ron Rivera 

67 Will Johnson 


LLB MLB 

55 Otis Wilson 50 Mike Singletary 
59 Ron Rivera 59 Ron Rivera 

51 Jim Morrissey 


ss 
FS 25 Todd Bell 
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Cornerback Mike Richardson is working his way back into the starting lineup after his presea- 
son holdout put him on the bench to start the season. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Ditka could use 


A 50-man roster would make head coach 
Mike Ditka’s job a lot easier. But he’s only 
got 45 spots to work with, so roster moves 
continue to be a weekly decision with the 
Bears. 

Having a five-man inactive roster helps out 
alittle. But it won’t help solve anything in the 
long run. This week Ditka had to make de- 
cisions on how to get Shaun Gayle off the 
injured reserve list, what to do at wide 
receiver and cornerback, and what to do with 
three centers on the roster. 

To make things a little more complex, 
making a decision on one position will affect 
what Ditka does at another. 

One thing Ditka knew for sure was that he 
would activate Gayle for Sunday’s game 
against Green Bay. Gayle was activated Fri- 
day, along with former Spare Bear Jim 
Althoff. There was room for them on the 
roster after another former Spare Bear, 
center Mark Rodenhauser, was placed on 
the inactive list for Sunday's game and 
rookie Sean Smith was put on the injured 
reserve list. Smith has been hampered by 
a pulled leg muscle. 

At center, the Bears had been taking a lux- 
ury by carrying three. But Ditka was hoping 
rookie John Adickes would improve enough 
to take over the long-snapping duties from 
Rodenhauser. Jay Hilgenberg is unable to 

do any long-snapping because of a bad 
shoulder that will need operating on in the 


off-season. 
“We saw WOIK everyuay wire, UIE 


ka said. “And John’s getting better. Really, 
it’s a matter of the people handling the snaps 
being comfortable. We just have to be sure 
we do the right thing for the football team.” 


Zip 


* a 50-man roster 


At tight end, rookie Cap Boso made a 
splash with his performance against Kansas 
City after taking over for Emery Moorehead 
in the game. Moorehead had two turnovers 
in the game — a fumble and a tipped pass 
that went for an interception. 

But Ditka didn’t hold that against Moore- 
head and said he’d start against Green Bay. 
“He hasn’t done anything, really, not to be 
No. 1,” Ditka said. ‘‘The fumble he really 
couldn't help. The other play was a tough 
catch. But it’s plays you have to make. And 
he knows that. He’s just having a little 
problem catching. But he caught the ball 
much better today (Wednesday).” 

At wide receiver Dennis McKinnon has 
been pushing for the starting job now held 
by rookie Ron Morris. But Ditka said he 
would continue starting Morris and alternat- 
ing the two receivers on each series. 

Another player who wants to start is cor- 
nerback Mike Richardson. Richardson lost 
his starting job during a contract holdout that 
lasted until Aug. 30. He said if he wasn’t go- 
ing to play the Bears should trade him. 

But' Ditka gave Richardson a chance to 
show him something against Green Bay. 
Richardson was scheduled to play the se- 
cond and third quarters of the game, and de- 
pending on what happened, possibly the 
fourth quarter. 

e JIM MCMAHON WAS ABLE to practice 
last week despite hurting a leg muscle in the 

eAnSAS iy, Game, MeMahenwasuuvieser 
of his sore leg. But he was all set for the 
game Sunday. 

Ditka’s main concern with McMahon was 
that he doesn’t re-injure his leg against 
Green Bay. McMahon’s shoulder didn’t wor- 
ry anyone. “‘He threw the ball very well, no 
problem throwing the ball,’’ Ditka said. 

McMahon said his shoulder isn’t even a 
concern to him anymore. 

eTHE REASON THE BEARS have been 
flat entering the last two games, according 
to Ditka, is that the practice tempo hasn't 
been high enough: 

So Ditka said last week in preparation for 
the Green Bay game the Bears would prac- 
tice at thud tempo. That’s t-h-u-d, not t-h-u-g. 

Of course, playing the Packers certainly 
helps to get the blood flowing. “We under- 
stand what it means to play Green Bay,”’ Dit- 
ka said. 

°BLOCKED KICKS ACCOUNTED for the 
difference in both the Tampa Bay and the 
Kansas City games this year. Ditka said the 
reason the Bears are blocking field goals and 
extra points is because they're getting good 
penetration up the middle with Mark Bortz, 

,Dan Hampton and Al Harris. 

“We're trying to put pressure up the mid- 
dle. If a kicker doesn’t get a high trajectory, 
there’s a chance we'll get it,” Ditka said. 

Harris blocked an extra point in the Bears’ 
27-26 win over Tampa Bay, and Hampton 
blocked a field-goal attempt in the 31-28 win 
over the Chiefs. ; 

Ditka said the key for the Bears to block 
kicks is William Perry. ‘‘He’s the guy key- 
ing the push through,” Ditka said. “He took 
the guard last week and put him on his back 
every time. And that's the key because he 
allows the other guys to push through.” 

Chicago’s special teams play hasn't gone 
unnoticed by Packer head coach Forrest 
Gregg. ‘‘They’re doing a great job blocking 
and they have some outstanding people. I’m 
really impressed,” Gregg said. “They've 
done a great job. And it’s really bailed 
them out of two baligames. And that’s what 
your special teams should do for you if 
they're outstanding. And we really do feel 
they're outstanding.” 
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Reading defense opens field for McMahon 


Reading defenses can be taught. So can 
playing the clarinet. But like Benny Good- 
man, Jim McMahon was gifted with a knack 
that raises science to art. 

The explanations for McMahon's outra- 
geous success always stumble back to one 
word. it's such a cliche, the fat lady has sung 
about it. He owes it all to intangibles, even 
if they don’t have brand names. 


KEVINLAN, yy 


» 


His passes may wobble, but he’s a great 
leader. A great improvisor. A great actor. A 
great rabble-rouser. A great competitor. 
“You could see the fire in his eyes, that great 
leadership and competitiveness of wanting 
to get back in there and get the job done,”’ 
offensive coordinator Ed Hughes said of the 
moments before McMahon !ed the Bears’ 
stirring comeback victory last week. 

But that fire would produce only so much 
smoke if it weren't for the one thing McMa- 
hon clearly does best. ‘‘Jim reads defenses 
probably as good as any quarterback in the 
last decade,”” Hughes said. “The closest 

“thing to Jim would be Sonny Jurgensen.” 

Without that ability, McMahon’s intangi- 
bies would only allow defenses to smear his 
classic sneer from ear to ear. With it; he 
makes plays stronger-armed passers litter- 
ally couldn't dream about. They don't see the 
openings. 

McMahon can tell, from the defense’s 
alignment or ifs first couple steps, where all 
the pass defenders are going. That’s the 
reading part. Knowing that, it’s a mental tip- 
toe to figure out where fe’ll have open 


- receivers. 


“There's a weakness in every defense,” 
Bear free safety Dave Duerson said. *‘If you 
can determine that weakness in the first two 
or three seconds, you can expioit the 
defense. That's what Jim does.” 

He has called the process a combination 


to look for. From instinct, he senses what to 
look for. 
McMahon goes beyond playbook 

No playbook or game fiim could have 
taught McMahon to call the play that went 
for the winning touchdown at Tampa Bay in 
his first, action in 10 months. “It’s a route 
where our main receiver is running 16 to 20 
yards deep,’ Hughes said. “We were at the 
6, so he’d be on the end line or out of 
bounds. But Jim saidhe thought he could 
find a crack to hit them rea! quick on their 
releases [from the line].”” 

That didn’t work out, so McMahon threw 
quickly to Neal Anderson, who wasn’t even 
on his checklist of receivers. That didn’t mat- 
ter. From reading the defense, McMahon 
knew he’d be open. 

On the opening play of the drive, Willie 
Gault was covered on the sideline. The book 
said to throw somewhere else. “But he got 
extra time,” Hughes said, “and he still went 
to Willie into the defense because they were 
backing off.” 

The next week, in another comeback 
against Kansas City, Gault was a secondary 
receiver, running a long post route to the 
middle of the end zone. That’s what he was 
supposed to run. But the cornerback was 


playing inside Gault. Gault couldn't get to the~ 


middie. So McMahon threw to Gault’s out- 
side, and it went for a touchdown. 

“It’s seeing things that other people don’t 
see and it’s being quick,”” Hughes said of 
McMahon's knack. “Quick with the arm and 
the head. He sees it fast and he responds 
very quickly.” That’s reading defenses. 

The basis primer for reading a defense is 
to check the free safety. By his position, 
McMahon has said, “‘You have an idea of 
what [pass coverage pattern] they can play 
— or better yet, what they can't play. 2 

Defenses know the quarterback is doing 
that. They'll often keep their free safety out 
of position until just before the snap, hop- 
ing to fool the quarterback. But McMahon 
has seen so many tricks, he’s hard to fool. 

“asked Jim one time about how he reads 
defenses,”’ Hughes said. ‘‘He said, ‘We 
threw the ball at BYU 55 times a game. 
Everybody knew we were throwing. So they 
invented new types of coverages to foul us 
up.’ He’s seen everything. 

“| thought the best one was when he said 
the Air Force dropped all 11 players back. 
| said, “What did you do with the ball?’ He 
said, ‘| waited for somebody to rush me.’ ” 

When a quarterback doesn’t read so well, 
Bear defensive coordinator Vince Tobin said, 
“the tendency is to eyeball the one receiver 
you plan on going to. Defensive people are 
taught to go to where the quarterback is look- 
ing. But a quarterback who's not looking at 
anybody doesn’t give the defense a chance 
to go to anybody.”’ 

McMahon looks all over. His vision isn’t 
sharp. It hasn’t been since he stabbed his 
eye with a fork as a child. He wears contacts. 
The goal post is usually a blur. But for read- 
ing defenses, sharp focus matters less than 
wide horizons. 

“He looks you off so well,’’ Bear corner- 
back Reggie Phillips said. ‘‘! probably 
wouldn't even look at him if | played against 
him. He’ll look one way and throw the other.’”’ 

Blockers, receivers help out 

He can do that because he knows his 
blockers will give him time and his receivers 
will go where they belong. They do it, too. 

“We know we can get the ball on any 
play,” rookie wide receiver Ron Morris said. 
“He sees things we don’t see, so we have 
to run routes full speed regardless if the ball 
is not meant for us.” 

They know McMahon can score on any 
play, so they go all-out on every play. That's 
more leadership than scolding in the huddle. 

“You're never out of any football game 
that Jim McMahon’s in,” coach Mike Ditka 
Said. “He’s good. Let’s face it. He thrives on 
that sort of thing. He thrives on throwing the 
ball and running a no-huddle offense. That 
excites him. You can just see him. He does 
it very well, and our guys respond pretty 
well.” 

The no-huddle offense was a normal part 
of the last comeback drive at Tampa Bay. 
Against Kansas City, used much of the late 
third and fourth quarters, it was surprising. 
But Ditka had given McMahon authority to 
call the plays anyway. Why not do it at the 
line of scrimmage, before the defense could 
get its act together? 

“We could open a game.with it,”’ Ditka 
said. ““We’ve talked about it. What we’d do 
is we'd list the runs and the passes and au- 
dible off that. The guys would have to really 
be alert, though.” 

No-huddle offense throughout a game is 
not as simple as it sounds. The Bengals have 
that capability, but they work on it through- 
out training camp. They have separate 
codes'for ail their plays, just to call at the line 
of scrimmage. Most teams can’t get that ex- 
tensive. 

Bui most teams don’t have McMahon. 
Sensitive as Ditka has been about McMa- 
hon’s usurping play-calling authority in the 
past, he handed it over against Kansas City 
out of “frustration.” Ditka’s plays weren't 
working: Hé-had- a bad -angle to read the 


defenses. 

Could Ditka let McMahon do that all the 
time? “Well, maybe,’”’ he said. 

Either way, though, McMahon is in 
charge. Even with a coach’s play, it’s McMa- 
hon who must execute it. It's McMahon who 
keeps going to receivers who weren't even 
in the back of the coaches’ minds because 
they were the receivers the defense gave 
him. He's hardly a puppet on a string to the 


we, 
aoe, 
L 


sideline. 

“He's more or less a commander,” Bucs 
linebacker Winston Moss said. 

“Jim McMahon is the Bears’ rally cap,” 
Bucs linebacker Scott Brantley said. “I've 
never seen a quarterback | admire more than 
McMahon. He plays the position with the 
mentality and toughness of a linebacker. Be- 
ing a linebacker, that’s not easy for me to 
say.’ 


Pp ~\@ 


er ; 


Jim McMahon read the defenses well again Sunday when he led a 41-yard game-winning drive 
against the Packers Sunday. (Bear Report photo by David J. Garot) 
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South Dakota 
PHEASANT Hunts 
September thru March 
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tation, Lunch, Ranch Home Ac- 


commodations, Private Airstrip. 
Located 23 Miles South of 1-90, Exit 212 


HUNT’EN 
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R.A. 1, Box 106 
WOOD, SOUTH DAKOTA 57585 
Phone: (605) 452-3443 
; Hention The Bears! 


CHICAGO BEARS 


WIN SOCKS 


Brightly visible official 
a, team colors and logo. 


Extra fine quality. 100% 
Nylon Made in USA. 


$3.50 
$4.25 
$20.00 


Key Ring 
12” Auto Sock 
57” Wind Sock 


lll. Residents add 7% 
sales tax. Price includes 
handling. Send Check or 
Money Order to: 


WEEKEND WARRIOR INC. 


6627 Stanley Ave. 
BERWYN, IL 60402 
(312) 788-2277 
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The stock market nosedive didn’t hit most 
NFL. players as badly as might have been 
expected. Money managers have been 
steering their NFL clients away from Wall 
Street the last couple of years. The conven- 
tional wisdom was players should place their 
monies in more conservative investments 
like money market funds, and zero coupon 
bonds. 


BRIAN HEWITT 


But now those same money managers are 
telling agents to tell players to put as much 
money into the stock market as they can 
beg, borrow or steal. “I was advised to 
scrape up as much money as possible and 
put it into blue chips now,” said prominent 
player agent Ralph Cindrich. ; 

Manhattan’s Pro Assets Management 
Corporation, which manages money for 17 
NFL players, is telling its players the same 
thing. “We're telling players to look for a 
quick 10 to 15 percent profit and then kiss 
it goodbye,’’ said Pro Assets president Jer- 
ry Sehwartz. 

B-O-R-I-N-G: 

Dallas running backs Herschel Walker and 
Tony Dorsett continue to be unhappy about 
fack of carries. Recently in Philadelphia they 
combined for 86 yards in 23 rushes, 40 of 
those yards coming on one run by Walker. 

“only play football because | love to com- 
pete,’ Walker said. ‘“‘Once | start getting 
bored !’m going to give it up,rather than risk 
getting hurt. | did get a little bored Sunday.” 

Added Dorsett: “It’s tough when you keep 
running in and out of the game. | spent so 
much timeout of it Sunday, | thought | might 
as well just sit over there and get lost... . 
| thought at this stage we’d have a:much bet- 
ter blend. But last week Herschel carried the 


ball 12 times and I carried 11. Somebody’s 
got to carry the ball often enough to make 
something happen. 

Both Dorsett and Walker are starting. But 
the Cowboys use so many shifts and one- 
back formations neither is getting the 
amount of work they feel they need. 


COLOR BLIND: 

Two days after he threw five interceptions 
against Denver, Minnesota quarterback 
Wade Wilson had a chat with Viking equip- 
ment manager Sammy Casalenda. 

Casalenda’s version: “He said, ‘| need my 
white jersey so | can hang it up at home and 
know what color I’m throwing to.’ ” 

Meanwhile Viking running back Darrin 
Nelson missed practice Oct. 29 because he 
slipped on a staircase Tuesday (an off day) 
at his home carrying a turntable. “‘Give the 
guys a day off and the next thing you know, 
wives have got them carrying garbage 
cans,” said Minnesota coach Jerry Burns. 
“That's the end\of days off.” 


WYCHE NOT: 

Bengal coach, Sam Wyche committed 
another major coaching error during Week 
Six when he ordered his field goal team onto 
the field with 10 seconds remaining against 
the Steelers. The Bengals didn’t get the play 
off and lost 23-20. Wyche could have had his 
quarterback throw the ball out of bounds to 
stop the clock for the field goal unit. But he 
decided not to do that. 

Steeler assistant Dick Hoak was _ in- 
credulous after the game. “‘Wicky Wacky 
screwed another one up,” Hoak said, refer- 
ring to Wyche. ‘‘He’s got the best material 
in the division and can’t win.” 

Cincinnati was 2-5 after seven games, two 
games behind the next lowest team in the 
division. ‘‘It’s just crazy,’’ said wide receiver 


Cris Collinsworth. “We’ve got too good a ~ 


football team to be two games behind right 
now. It doesn’t take a football genius to look 
out on the field and see that’s a talented 
group of football players out there. This 
whole year is becoming a little stupid.” 


RUMOR MILL: 

Most people in New York figured the Bron- 
cos would make a move for inactive Giant 
running back Ottis Anderson after Denver 
running back Gerald Willhite broke two 
bones in his leg. 
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High Country Outfitting 


We specialize in spike and drop camps for elk, deer and 
combination, rifle, archery & muzzleloading. Hunts range from a 
completely set up pack-in high country elk camp near Lake City, 
CO to some of the most heavily populated private lowland deer & 
tro Summit and Buckhorn Lakes 
areas, Your camp, our camp or cabins. If you are interested ina 
productive & ence te book with us. Also, complete high 


Holman’s Guide & Outfitting 


MARGUS FLORIST 
FREE DELIVERY 


°Exclusive Arrangements — Weddings 
eHospital Arrangements — Party Work 
eFuneral Designs eBlooming & Green Plants 


1928,W. Fullerton (3 Blocks East of The Kennedy),Chicago, Illinois 


GUARANTEED! 


ever seen.”’ 


of Northern IL, Inc. 
3150 Skokie Valley Rd. 


owen) Write for information or 
CALL TODAY 
(312) 433-0631 
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____ NFL NOTEBOOK 
Players look for big openings in market 


THE INVISIBLE FENCE 


You may have seen one. You may have 
heard about one. Ask your Vet. Ask 
someone who has one. IT WORKS — 


The INVISIBLE FENCE lets your dog 
have the entire run of your property 
without an unsightly fence. 


“tt works like nothing you’ve 


~ INVISIBLE FENCE CO. 


HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 


But Denver coach Dan Reeves said he 
wasn’t interested. 
JIM JAM: 

Former Purdue quarterback Jim Everett is 
having more than a few problems adjusting 
to on-field life as the Rams’ starter 

As of the end of October, Everett had lost 
his last six starts and had a woeful 33.6 quar- 
terbaek rating. He hadn’t thrown a touch- 
down pass this year. He had thrown six 
interceptions. Sources close to the Rams say 
he’s gun-shy and hasn’t shown a lot of 
courage. 


wee 


DIVISION DOMINATION: 

The Giants, who lost to Dallas Nov. 2 in 
Texas Stadium, was a combined 13-1 in their 
last 14 games against Washington, St. Louis 
and Philadelphia. During that same time 
they’re 1-5 against Dallas. 

The Giants are also 1-11 at Texas Stadi- 
um since 1975. ‘‘It must be the cheerlead- 
ers,”’ said Giant guard Billy Ard. That one 


Bus Service to Bear 
Games for Brunch 
or Dinner Guests 


Since 1919, beef lovers have 
made “Barneys” their choice 
for the best in steaks and 
Prime rib. 

Other favorites include live 
Maine lobster and charcoal 
broiled ribs. 


741 W. Randolph St. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


SANDMAN 
CLINICS 
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win was at the Cowboys’ 25th anniversary 
game. 

Meanwhile Giant coach Bill Parcelis isn’t 
talking to his team. He addresses them in 
team meetings. And he will talk to them in- 
dividually if they come to him. He won't spe- 
cifically explain the silent treatment. But, he 
says, “everything | do has a reason.” 


NOTES AND QUOTES: 

°The total of 736 points scored in the 14 
NFL games during Week Six was the 
second-highest one-week amount in the 68 
years of NFL existence. The record is 761 
Oct. 16-17, 1983. 

eThere’s a chance no Dallas home game 
will be on local television this year. Atten- 
dance drop-offs have caused blackouts in all 
the Cowboys’ home games fo date. 

eThe Oct. 25th 30-16 Colt victory over 
New England occurred exactly three years 
after the Patriots fired head coach Ron Mey- 
er. Meyer is now head coach of the Colts. 
“Looks like they fired the wrong quy, doesn’t 
it?” said Indianapolis owner Bob Irsay. - 


THE ART OF SKIING 
SANTA FE 


Comprehensive Chiropractic 


Health Care 


=i 


DR. SANDMAN, DIRECTOR 


e Preventative Counselling 
e Executive Stress Syndrome 
© Sports and Leisure 
Related Injuries : 
e Headaches and Neck Pain 
e Low Back and Leg 
Dysfunction 
e Physiotherapy 
e Certified Massage 
Therapist 


Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. Daily 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Saturday 


233 E. Ontario St. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 642-2213 
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MasterCard, Visa, Amencan Express Accepted 


1600 E. Roosevelt 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
(312) 653-8808 


I A I al 


adh 


= pm 


4 chicago Bear Report November 16, 1987 


Gregg 
lets Bears 
do talking 


It’s getting to be an annual tradition that 
a war of words heats up the week before 
each Bear-Packer game. Last week was no 
different, though it wasn’t as intense as other 
years. ; 

Quarterback Jim McMahon got things 
started last Monday when he said he didn’t 
respect Green Bay coach Forrest Gregg and 
that Gregg was responsible for the decline 
in the Packer organization. 

Responding to that Gregg said, ‘Il don’t 
know that Jim McMahon knows what Forrest 
Gregg-type of football is. There’s been a lot 
of verbalization back and forth. And it’s a lit- 
tle bit hard for us to say anything. That inci- 
dent happened last year with Charles Martin. 
And that’s something we certainly don’t like. 
We have not a leg to stand on. We don’t 
teach that type of football. But I’m not gon- 
na go over all this. I’ve defended myself 
enough in this case. 

“If they want to continue to talk about it, 
let them. If they want to get into a lot of talk, 
let them do the talking because they're really 
very good at that.”’ 

Though Martin was released by the Pack- 
ers during the strike, McMahon said there 
are still a couple Packers he’s not fond of. 
“They still have a few guys up there who like 
to get into some scuffles,”” he said. ‘You 
never know what’s gonna happen when we 
play them.” 

Gregg said Martin was released to give 
him a new start somewhere else. Martin was 
involved in a couple of bar altercations in 
Green Bay and sought help last December 
for an alcoho! problem. 

“We just felt he was better off somewhere 
elise and we were better off without him,”’ 
Gregg said. ‘We're not better off as a foot- 
ball team because he was a fine football 
player. But we felt for his well-being and ours 
that we would do that.”’ 


After a slow start this season, Kevin Butler kicked four field goals against the Packers to in- 
crease his point total to 34 in his drive to raise money for the Chicago Heart Association. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) : : ; 


Bear of the week: 
Emery Moorehead 


Age: 33 

Birthplace: Evanston, IL 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 225 

College: Colorado 

Family: Wife, Leslee; son, Aaron; 
daughter, Kelly. 

Hobbies: Skiing and golf. 

+ The last good movie | saw: ‘‘Fatal 
Attraction’”’ and “Mannequin.” 

The last good book | read: Father- 
hood, by Bill Cosby. 

Favorite actor: Jimmy Stewart. 

Favorite musicians: Barry White, 
Lionel Richie and George Benson. 

Favorite childhood memory: When 
! was in Boy Scouts we went to a nation- 
al jamboree in Boise, Idaho. We drove 
out there and it was nice seeing the 
West — the Grand Tetons and Yel- 
lowstone Park. 

Heroes: | don’t have any now. But 
when | was a kid | liked Ernie Banks and 
Gayle Sayers like all Chicago kids did. 

The worst part of my job: Playing 
the same position that the head coach 
played. 

My fantasy is: To go helicopter ski- 
ing in Canada. 

The weirdest thing I’ve ever done: 
| rode a horse at Arlington Park during 
the strike in 1982 as a public relations 
thing. 

The best advice I’ve gotten: The key 
to success is preparation. | got that from 
my business law teacher in high school. 

Favorite television show: The 
Equalizer. The Cosby Show is second. 

Favorite pig-out food: | really don’t 


have one because my wife won't bring 
it in the house because she’s afraid i'll 
get fat. 
The car I drive: Chevy S-10 Biazer. 
My friends in high school thought 


t would: Be successful no matter what 
I do. 

Life after football: i'd like to use my 
communications major and work in tel- 
evision news. 


Butler scoring 
for heart association 


The Bears won’t be the only ones who 
benefit from Kevin Butler scoring a lot of 
points this season. The Chicago Heart As- 
sociation also will be helped by each point 
Butler scores. 

Once again this year Butler is helping out 
the Chicago Heart Association with the 
“Kevin Kicks for Heart’’ program, a major 
fund-raiser for the heart association. 

People can pledge any amount for each 
point Butler scores this season through the 
Super Bowl. To make a pledge or for more 
information call the heart association at (312) 
346-4675. Proceeds will support research, 
education and community programs 
throughout Cook, DuPage and Lake coun- 
ties in Illinois. 


“To create money like this, it stays in the 
Chicago area,”’ Butler said. about the pro- 
gram that raised $85,000 last year. This 
year’s goal is to raise $100,000. Butler had 
-hoped to score 100 points this year, but that 
could be tough after a’Slow start. 

“Hopefully we'll be able to do it and we'll 
start scoring some points,” Butler said. 
“We're doing fine on pledges. We have a 


tremendous amount of pledges. Now it’s just ,. 


working the other way and we’re not scor- 
ing points.”’ y 2 


Going into the Green Bay game and the 
halfway mark of the season, Butler has 
scored just 22 points. The main problem is 
the Bears haven't attempted many fieid 
goais. Butler has attempted only seven field 
goals, three of which have been from 50 
yards out or more. 

“it’s not so much the strike as it is not at- 
tempting any,” Butler said. ‘‘We’ve iried 
seven field goais and it’s our eighth game. 
Last year I tried 10 in two games. We're iust 
having to score touchdowns instead of field 
goals, and that’s the problem right now. Until 
we can start getting a lead in a game, | guess 
field goals won’t come into play. When you 
have to score touchdowns, fieid goals don’t 
do you any good.” 

Butier aiso helps the heart association 
raise money through a golf tournament, and 
his wife, Kathy, is on the heart association’s 

But for now he'd like to score more points 
for the Bears and the heart association. “‘It’s 
a different baligame this year than from the 
other two years,” Butler said. “We kicked 
SO many from up close and far away. But this 
year it's just really been from far away.” 

But if Butier can get closer to the goal post, 
the heart association can get closer to their 
fund-raising goai. 


Bears are America’s Team 
Dear Editor, r 
It seems that no matter who the Bears put 
out on the fieid this year, they win easily and 
take names. | hope those fans of the Dallas 
Cowbores take note: This is America’s 
Team. 
| understand from friends in Dallas that 
there should be two teams charged with tak- 
ing money illegally — SMU and Landry’s 
buffoons. They actually pay that Dopesday 
Defense to walk onto the field and then lay 
down? Randy White used to be a pretty good 
player, but after the Fridge taught him a les- 
son a couple of years ago, he seems to sit 
on his backside a lot, gasping for air. 
Too bad Dallas isn’t on the schedule this 
year. !’m- sure Otis and Wilber would like to 
give Dorsett a refresher course in pain and 
destruction. Oh well, | guess a Super Bowl 
victory will be all the sweeter this time around 
without such pushovers on the schedule. 
Joseph C. Dunn 
Rockton, IL 


A tribute for the Spare Bears? 
Dear Doug, ; 

My father, my brother and | have been avid 
Chicago Bear fans for well over 15 years 
now, and when we are not busy with our oc- 
cupations as a college professor, a police- 
man and a military officer, we are watching, 
talking and supporting Bears football. 

We have also been in agreement that the 
Bears have become not only a better foot- 
ball club in the last five or six years, but they 
have also become a much more disciplined 
and classy organization as well. It was no 
surprise, then, that when the starting Bears 
went on strike, the Spare Bears would con- 
tinue with the same tradition of hard work, 
team play and professional attitude. 

A few weeks ago my girlfriend and | even 
battled defiant teamsters and a jeering crowd 
at three different gates in Philadelphia just 
to see our beloved Bears play. And it was 
worth it, too, just to witness the effort this 
hastily formed Bears squad put forth to keep 
the world-renowned Bears’ undefeated sea- 
son intact. 

After the win in Philadelphia the replace- 
ment Bears won again against Minnesota, 
but unfortunately could not keep pace with 


Butler 


Continued From Page 4 

The Packers had another scoring oppor- 
tunity three plays later when McMahon threw 
an interception to Tiger Greene, giving 
Green Bay the ball at the Bears’ 34-yard line. 
Two plays after Wright hit West for a gain 
of 30 yards to the two-yard line, Brent Full- 
wood ran in the end zone for a 14-7 Packer 
lead. 

The Bears got a break early in the second 
quarter when Dan Hampton forced a fum- 
ble by Fullwood and Richard Dent recovered 
the ball for Chicago at Green Bay’s 21-yard 


line. But the Bears could get no closer than , 


the Packer 10, and Butler kicked a 27-yard 
field goal to make the score 14-10. 
Midway through the second period McMa- 
hon hit Willie Gault on a 21-yard pass to the 
Packer 39. On the next play Cap Boso 
caught a four-yard pass, and an unneces- 
sary roughness penalty against the Packers’ 
Brian Noble moved the ball to the Packer 20. 
Bears settle for another field goal 
After Calvin Thomas gained three on a 
fourth and one play, the Bears had first and 
goal at the Packer 8. But again they couldn’t 
put the ball in the end zone, and a 29-yard 
field goai by Butler put the Bears within one 
point at 14-13 with 3:40 left in the half. 
But the Packers scored again after Mark 


the more veteran team, the Saints. Still, the 
Spare Bears gave it their all for the city of 
Chicago and the pride of the Bear organi- 
zation. Call them what you may, these men 
played at times like real Bear stars and 
sought victory and recognition mainly for the 
team. 

So after talking Bears football with my 
father again the other day, we both hoped 


the Chicago organization would continue its 
professionalism by recognizing these Spare 
Bears in the likely event the Bears enter the 
playoffs or go on to Super Bowl XxXIl. 
Perhaps these alternate Bears could be suit- 
ed in warm-up gear along the Bears’ Super 
Bowl sideline, or a game could be dedicat- 
ed in their honor, or they could receive some 
other tribute as appropriate. 

The Spare Bears played hard and provid- 
ed the fans with real tough traditional Bear 
football. And no matter what the remainder 
of this season brings, here’s a message to 
the alternate Bears.of 1987 from a scholar, 
a cop and a Marine first lieutenant: thanks 
Spare Bears, we greatly enjoyed watching 
you play. 

Andrew N. Thielen 
ist Lt., USMC 
Rapid City, SD 


A new perspective for Bear 
Report? 
Dear Doug, 

| have been a subscriber to the Bear 
Report for a few years, and I’m sure | will 
continue as long as your publication exists. 
My following of the Bears goes back to World 
War J). 

\f a subscriber reads most of the Chicago 
newspapers, much of the Bear Report be- 
comes redundant. That's basically because 
the contributors are the same people. 

To offset this problem, and to inject a 
different perspective for your readers, | 
would like to offer a suggestion. It is as fol- 
lows: Each week there should be two arti- 
cles written by out of town reporters. One 
would be written by a reporter from last 
week’s opponent'’s city giving his perspec- 
tive of that game, including quotes from the 
other team’s players and coaches. The other 
article would be written in a similar view on 


Lee intercepted a McMahon pass, giving 
Green Bay the ball at its own 36 with under 
@ minute to play. Wright then hit Epps on 
passes of 18 and 25 yards before hitting him 
again for 26 yards and a touchdown over 
Reggie Phillips for a 21-13 Packer lead at the 
half. 

Mike Richardson saw more playing time 
in this game and Ditka liked what he saw. 
“| think Mike Richardson has worked his way 
back into the starting lineup from what! saw 
today,” Ditka said. 

What Ditka didn’t see is any sacks from 
the defense, the.first time that’s happened 
all year. ‘‘They blocked the heck out of us,” 
Ditka said. 

After a scoreless third quarter the Bears 
drove 80 yards in 15 plays and scored with 
11:36 left to play on a one-yard leap by 
Walter Payton. The score came on fourth 
down to close the Bears to within one point 
at 21-20. 

The Bears converted on two third-down 
plays in the drive that lasted 7:23. 

One bad thing to come out of the game 
is the news that Otis Wilson badly sprained 
his medial collateral ligament in his right 
knee. Bears team physician Dr. Clarence 
Fossier said after the game he didn’t think 
Wilson would need surgery, but he would 
know more on Monday. “This is not some- 
thing you bounce back from in a week or 10 
days,” Fossier said. Wilson could miss from 


‘four to six weeks. 


VIEWPOINT 


Mail letters to: 127 1 W: Dundee Rd., Box 89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


the upcoming week’s game by a reporter 
from that city. 

If the cost and logistics are feasible, | be- 
lieve the following objectives would be ac- 
complished: 

1, A fresh viewpoint would be present in 
every edition. 

2, Fans would gain a better perspective 
as to how the Bears are perceived away from 
Chicago. 

3, A better understanding of opponents’ 
strategy as it affects the Bears’ performance 
would be gained. 

4, The Bear Report would afford team 
coverage that could not be obtained from 
any other single publication. 

5, Even if the articles had to be printed a 
week late, | believe all true Bears fans would 
find them interesting. 

6, Bear fans may find a new appreciation 
of their players and coaches. Seeing Ernie 
Banks, Walter Payton, Dick Butkus, Michael 
Jordan, Billy Williams, etc., day in and day 
out magnifies their flaws and ultimately 
results in some criticism from both fans and 
reporters. We generally think the superstars 
in other towns are invisible because we only 
observe their impact on our teams. | think 
these articles could change some of that. 

There may be other ways to accomplish 
my proposal, or possibly only half of it can 
be done. But | appreciate the chance to 
present this to you. Frankly, it’s a selfish idea 
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because | know | would enjoy the Bear 
Report even more than now. 

Thanks for your time and attention. 

H.L. Greenholdt 
Springfield, IL 

Editor’s note: Your proposal is a good one 
and may be worth looking into more. But right 
now, I’m not sure it is feasible. Having a 
reporter from the opponent's city write a story 
about that Sunday’s game would be very 
difficult. He would have to write it the night 
of the game, and he’d probably be too busy 
with his own work to do a story for the Bear 
Report. But we could try to include more 
comments in our game coverage from the op- 
position than we currently do. 

As for the story on the upcoming week’s 
opponent, it’s almost impossible to get 
coaches and players to comment on a team 
they play in two weeks, which would be the 
case for that story. That's because the story 
would have to be written before the Sunday 


game preceding the Bear game to make it . 


in that week’s issue. The old cliche of taking 
the games one at a time is very strong in the 
NFL. But if you’re thinking of an article just 
on what the perception of the Bears is in that 
city, it could work. 

You say Bear fans would be interested in 
the stories even if they ran a week late. I’m 
not so sure that’s true. But if we can find a 
way to do it, you may see it in the future. It’s 
a good idea. 
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Sunday, Sept. 13 
L.A. Raiders 20, Green Bay 0 
Minnesota 34, Detroit 19 
Kansas City 20, San Diego 13 
New Orleans 28, Cleveland 21 
N.Y. Jets 31, Buffalo 28 
Houston 20, L.A. Rams 16 
New England 28, Miami 21 
Pittsburgh 30, San Francisco 17 
Cincinnati 23, Indianapolis 21 
St. Louis 24, Dallas 13 
Tampa Bay 48, Atlanta 10 
Washington 34, Philadelphia 24 
Denver 40, Seattle 17 


Monday, Sept. 14 
Chicago 34, Giants 19 


Sunday, Sept. 20 
Denver 17, Green Bay 17 
Chicago 20, Tampa Bay 3 

Minnesota 21, L.A. Rams 16 
\ L.A. Raiders 27, Detroit 7 
Philadelphia 27, New Orleans 17 
Atlanta 21, Washington 20 
Dallas 16, N.Y. Giants 14 
Buffalo 34, Houston 30 
Miami 23, Indianapolis 10 
Cleveland 34, Pittsburgh 10 
Seattle 43, Kansas City 14 
San Francisco 27, Cincinnati 26 
San Diego 28, St. Louis 24 


Monday, Sept. 21 
N.Y. Jets 44, New England 24 


Sunday, Sept. 27 

Atlanta at New Orleans 
Buffalo at Dallas 

N.Y. Giants at Miami 
Indianapolis at St. Louis 
New England at Washilgt 
Minnesota at Ka it 


ets 
at t 
nti at L.A. Rams 
Pha hia at San Francisco 
Monday, Sept. 28 
Denver at Cleveland 


Sunday, Oct. 4 
Green Bay 23, Minnesota 16 
Pittsburgh 28, Atlanta 12 
San Diego 10, Cincinnati 9 
Cleveland 20, New England 10 
Indianapolis 47, Buffalo 6 
Tampa Bay 31, Detroit 27 
Chicago 35, Philadelphia 3 
Washington 28, St. Louis 21 
New Orleans 37, L.A. Rams 10 
Houston 40, Denver 10 
L.A. Raiders 35, Kansas City 17 
Dallas 38, N.Y. Jets 24 
Seattle 24, Miami 20 
Monday, Oct. 5 
San Francisco 41, N.Y. Giants 21 


Sunday, Oct. 11 
Detroit 19, Green Bay 16 (OT) 
St. Louis 24, New Orleans 19 

Dallas 41, Philadelphia 22 
Chicago 27, Minnesota 7 
San Diego 17, Tampa Bay 13 
New England 14, Buffalo 7 
Houston 15, Cleveland 10 
Indianapolis 6, New York Jets 0 
Miami 42, Kansas City 0 
Washington 38, N.Y. Giants 12 
Cincinnati 17, Seattle 10 
San Francisco 25, Atlanta 17 
L.A.Rams 31, Pittsburgh 21 
Monday, Oct. 12 
Denver 30, L.A. Raiders 14 


Sunday, Oct. 18 
Pittsburgh 21, Indianapolis 7 
Seattle 37, Detroit 14 
New York Jets 37, Miami 31 (OT) 
New England 21, Houston 7 
Cleveland 34, Cincinnati 0 


1987 NFL SCHEDULE 


Green Bay 16, Philadelphia 10 (OT) 


New Orleans 19, Chicago 17 

Tampa Bay 20, Minnesota 10 
Atlanta 24, Los Angeles Rams 20 
Buffalo 6, New York Giants 3 (OT) 
San Diego 23, Los Angeles Raiders 1 

Denver 26, Kansas City 17... 

San Francisco 34, St. Louis 28 

Monday, Oct. 19 
Washington 13, Dallas 7 


Sunday, Oct. 25 
Green Bay 34, Detroit 33 
Houston 37, Atlanta 33 
Buffalo 34, Miami 31 (OT) 
Chicago 27, Tampa Bay 26 
Pittsburgh 23, Cincinnati 20 
Philadelphia 37, Dallas 20 — 
Indianapolis 30, New England 16 
Washington 17, New York Jets 16 
San Francisco 24, New Orleans 22 
New York Giants 30, St. Louis 7 : 


7 


Seattle 35, Los Angeles Raiders 13 


San Diego 42, Kansas City 21 


Monday, Oct. 26 
Cleveland 30, L.A. Rams 17 
Minnesota 34, Denver 27 


Sunday, Nov. 1 
Houston 31, Cincinnati 29 
\ndianapolis 19, N.Y. Jets 14 
Chicago 31, Kansas City 28 
New England 26, L.A. Raiders 23 
New Orleans 38, Atlanta 0 
Philadelphia 28, St. Louis 23 
Miami 35, Pittsburgh 24 
Tampa Bay 23, Green Bay 17 
Washington 27, Buffalo 7 
San Diego 27, Cleveland 24 (OT) 
Denver 34, Detroit 0 
Seattle 28, Minnesota 17 
San Francisco 31, L.A. Rams 10 
Monday, Nov. 2 
Dallas 33, N:Y. Giants 24 


Sunday, Nov. 8 
Cleveland 38, Atlanta 3 
Chicago 26, Green Bay 24 
Buffalo 21, Denver 14 
Minnesota 31, L.A. Raiders 20 
Pittsburgh 17, Kansas City 16 
San Diego 16, Indianapolis 13 
St. Louis 31, Tampa Bay 28 
Philadelphia 31, Washington 27 
Detroit 27, Dallas. 17 
San Francisco 27, Houston 20 
New Orleans 31, L.A. Rams 14 
Miami 20, Cincinnati 14 
N.Y. Giants 17, New England 10 
Monday, Nov. 9 
Seattle at N.Y. Jets, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Nov. 15 

Buffalo at Cleveland, noon 

Dallas at New England, noon 
Detroit at Washington, noon 
Houston at Pittsburgh, noon 

L.A. Rams at St. Louis, noon 
Indianapolis at Miami, noon 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, noon 
N.Y. Jets at Kansas City, noon 
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 3 p.m. 

Green Bay at Seattle, 3 p.m. 

New Orleans at San Francisco, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at San Diego, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 16 

Chicago at Denver, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Nov. 22 

Ailanta at Minnesota, noon 

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Cleveland at Houston, noon 

Detroit at Chicago, noon 

Green Bay at Kansas City, noon 
Indianapolis at New England, noon 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, noon 

St. Louis at Philadelphia, noon 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, noon 
N.Y. Giants at New Orleans, 3 p.m. 
San Diego at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Miami at Dallas, 7 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 23 

L.A. Rams at Washington, 8 p.m. 


: NFL 
Standings 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Central Division 

T Pct. PF 
Chicago Q .875 217 
Minnesota 0 .500 170 
Tampa Bay.... 0 .500 192 
Green Bay .... 3 1 .438 147 
Detroit 0 


East Division 
Washington ... 0 .750 204 
Q .500 185 
0 .500 182 
0 .375 182 
N.Y. Giants ... Q .250 140 


West Division 
San Francisco. 7 1 0 .875 226 
New Orleans .. 625 241 
.250 120 
-125 134 


PA 
129 
180 
159 
164 


‘250 146 230 


139 
185 
213 
208 
185 


174 
137 
254 
215 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East Division 
Pct. PF PA 


500 143 197 
500 153 119 
500 223 171 
.500 149 168 
429 165 163 


= 
= 


Indianapolis . . . 
New England .. 


Obhapp 
oooood 


MHHwWOD ASKED 
< 
aad | 


nm 
625 211 110 


625 174 172 
.250 138 176 


ed 


875 176 141 
714 194 135 
563 198 160 
.375 169 169 _ 
125 133 249 


oo-oO0 


Thursday, Nov. 26 

Kansas City at Detroit, 11:30 a.m. 
Minnesota at Dallas, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 29 

Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Green Bay at Chicago, noon 
Houston at Indianapolis, noon 
Miami at Buffalo, noon 

New Orleans at Pittsburgh, noon 
Philadelphia at New England, noon 
St. Louis at Atlanta, noon 

Tampa Bay at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 3 p.m. 
Denver at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Cleveland at San Francisco, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 30 

L.A. Raiders at Seattle, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Dec. 6 

Atlanta at Dallas, noon 
indianapolis at Cleveland, noon 
Kansas City at Cincinnati, noon 
L.A. Rams at Detroit, noon 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, noon 
San Diego at Houston, noon 

San Francisco at Green Bay, noon 
Seattle at Pittsburgh, noon 
Washington at St. Louis, noon 
Buffalo at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
New England at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 3 p.m. 
Chicago at Minnesota, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec.\7 

N.Y. Jets at Miami, 8 p.m. 


Sunday, Dec. 13 

Buffalo at indianapolis, noon 
Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 
Dallas at Washington, noon 
Houston at New Orleans, noon 
Miami at Philadeiphia, noon 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milw., noon 
N.Y. Jets at New England, noon 
L.A. Raiders at Kansas City, 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at St. Louis, 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 3 p.m. 
Atlanta at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
Denver at Seattle, 7 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 14 

Chicago at San Francisco, 8 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 19 

Green Bay at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m. 
Kansas City at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 20 

Minnesota at Detroit, noon 

New England at Buffalo, noon 
New Orleans at Cincinnati, noon 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Pittsburgh at Houston, noon 

San Francisco at Atlanta, noon 
Seattle at Chicago, noon 

St. Louis at Tampa Bay, 3 p.m. 
Indianapolis at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Cleveland at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Washington at Miami, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 21 

Dallas at L.A. Rams, 8 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 26 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 11:30 a.m. 
Washington at Minnesota, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 27 

Buffalo at Philadelphia, noon 
Cincinnati at Houston, ‘noon 

Detroit at Atlanta, noon 

Green Bay at New Orleans, noon 
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants, noon 

St. Louis at Dallas, noon 

Seattle at Kansas City, noon 
Tampa Bay at indianapolis, noon 
San Diego at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Chicago at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Rams at San Francisco, 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 28 

New Engiand at Miami, 8:p.m. 


